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A Letter from the
Chairman of Our Board

St. James Community Development Corporation

As Chairman of the Board for the St. James Community
Development Corporation, | am honored to affirm the
importance of our inaugural initiative, New Beginnings
Residential Village, advancing our mission to support youth
transitioning from the foster care system into independent
adulthood.

The New Beginnings Project provides stable, affordable
housing, offering a critical foundation upon which young
people can build self-sufficient and fulfilling lives. Our Board
has been fully engaged in the strategic planning,
implementation, and fundraising efforts necessary to
ensure the project’s long-term success. Each member is
deeply committed to fostering opportunities that empower
our participants to achieve stability, confidence, and
independence.

We are sincerely grateful for the continued support of our
community partners, donors, and stakeholders. Together,
we are making a meaningful investment in the future of our
youth and the overall well-being of our community.

Sincerely,

André D. Smith

Chairman of the Board
St. James Community Development Corporation

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

In San Mateo County, where housing insecurity is a critical issue, St. James AME Zion Church is
leading a transformative effort to create affordable housing for transitional foster youth. With a
history of serving vulnerable populations, this 106-year-old African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, led by Rev. Dr. Marlyn Bussey, is driven by its mission to provide equity and
opportunity for the underserved.

A full 60% of foster youth entering adulthood cannot afford to live in the county where they

grew up - for most, the only area they know. Many end up homeless, addicted, incarcerated -
or worse. Youth exiting foster care are disproportionately Black and Brown young people due
to the compounded effects of racism, poverty and disrupted family systems. By turning an
underutilized parcel of church land into a sanctuary for foster youth aged 21-26, the project
exemplifies how faith-based initiatives can address systemic challenges.





















